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abandoned the island in 1662. Koxinga and his sons, in whose
veins flowed both Chinese and Japanese blood, were able to
maintain their authority until 1683 when the Chinese Govern-
ment formally annexed Formosa and took possession. It was
at this time that the long tragedy of the island history began, for
the Chinese inaugurated a system of persecution of the aborigines
who at that time occupied and cultivated the rich Western plains.
The infliction of every kind of injury including both cruelty to
their persons and confiscation of their properties led to a state of
perpetual civil war, during which, driven to desperation, it seems
probable that the aborigines adopted the barbarous methods of
fighting that they still practise and became ferocious, unrelenting
head-hunters, looking upon every stranger as an enemy to be
feared and hated, and to be destroyed. Time after time they
revolted against the Chinese domination, only to be driven farther
back into the jungle-covered mountains. For two centuries
Formosa remained in a state of perpetual strife and banditry.
The island afforded a handy refuge for the Chinese of the main-
land who suffering under the misgovernment of their own people
preferred the uncertain dangers of Formosa rather than to
continue to support constant ill-treatment at the hands of their
own authorities in China. So persistent became the state of civil
war, so insecure was life and property, that the local Chinese
authorities were forced to enclose the towns with walls as pro-
tection against the aboriginal tribesmen and against brigands of,
their own race. The aborigines, deprived of all that rendered
their existence supportable, sank into a state of morbid and
savage degeneracy.
When Japan, as a result of her victory over China, acquired
under the terms of the Shimonoseki Treaty of 1895 ^ Islan(l
of Formosa, the Government found itself faced by a formidable
task. Between one-half and two-thirds of the island was in the
undisputed possession of the " savages " and entirely inaccessible*
The rest was inhabited by truculent and undisciplined Formosan
Chinese and overrun by bandits. Complete administrative chaos
existed everywhere. The actual disembarkation of the Japanese
troops met with little resistance, though the islanders, as a last.
attempt to escape annexation, had declared Formosa a Republic
and repudiated the sovereignty of China and the rights of the
Chinese Government to cede their country to Japan. The loss in
killed and wounded suffered by the Japanese was very small but
the army suffered severely from the climate and its attendant

